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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 



SUPPLEMENT TO PACT il. 



BETTJKNS FOB THE YEAB 1866, 



Compiled by Order of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 



comprising — 



Table I. — Proceedings against, Cottier Tenants, obtained from Returns made by 
Clerks of Petty Sessions. 

Table II. — Estimated Number of Civil Bill Ejectments and of Replevins, and the 
Number of other Civil Bills served, obtained from Returns made by the 
Process Servers appointed by Chairmen of Counties and Recorders. 



Table III. — Executions of Writs, Decrees, Orders, and Processes for delivering or 
taking Possession of Land, obtained from Returns made by Sheriffs. 
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INTRODUCTORY AND EXPLANATORY REPORT. 



Statistics Office, Four Courts, Dublin, 
15 th July, 1868. 



My Lord, 

I have the honour to transmit, for the information of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, the Supplemental Statistics of Ejectments served by Process-servers, 
and of the execution of Ejectments, for the purpose of obtaining which new Forms were 
issued last year at a period too late to admit of their appearing in the Volume of 
Judicial Statistics for 1866. To these I have added statistics of the proceedings against 
Cottier Tenants and the number of Civil Bill Replevins and of other Civil Bills served. 



Proceedings against Cottier Tenants. Proceedings 

The first return relates to proceedings which took place in 1866 as to Cottier Tenants 
under the Landlord and Tenant Law Amendment Act, Ireland, 1860 (Stat. 23 & 24 
Vic., c. 154). 

The proceedings under this Act are taken at Petty Sessions for the summary recovery 
of Cottier Tenements either for Waste under the 84th Section, for Non-payment of Rent 
under the 85th Section, or for Over-holding under the 86th Section. 



A Cottier Tenant is defined by the 81st Section to be any person holding by agree- 
ment or memorandum in writing from the Landlord a tenement consisting of a Dwelling- 
house or Cottage without land, or with any portion of land not exceeding half an acre, 
statute measure, at a rent not exceeding the rate of £5 by the year, for one month, or 
from month to month, or in like manner for any lesser period of time; the Landlord 
undertaking to keep and maintain the Dwelling-house, or Cottage in tenantable condition 
and repair. This definition is held not to include the case of Weekly Tenants, who are 
dealt with under Stat. 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, sec. 15. 



The proceedings against Cottier Tenants in 1866 appear from the returns to have been 



as follows : — 

Proceedixgs against Cottier Tenants, under Statute 23 and 24 Vic., c. 154. 



— — 


Summonses 




Warrants to 
Special Bailiffs. 


stay of Exocu 


For Waste (sec. 84), . • • • 

For Non-payment of Kent (sec. So), . 
For Overlioliling (sec. 86), 

Total, . . 


23 

130 

1,018 


14 1 

98 
619 


29 ' 

25.5 


1 

36 

202 


1,171 


761 1 2S5 


239 



Number of Civil Bill Ejectments served. Civil Bill Eject- 

The provision of the law which allows Civil Bill Ejectments and Replevins to be 3,85,18 S “ VED ' 
served by other persons than the Process-servers appointed by the Chairmen of Counties 
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and Recorders renders it impossible to obtain complete statistics on this subject. I 
endeavoured to do so by procuring a return from the Clerks of the Peace of the names 
of all the Process-servers, and then requesting a return from each Process-server of the 
Ejectments, and Replevins, and other Civil Bills served by himself, and an estimate of 
the number of Civil Bill Ejectments served in his district by persons other than Process- 
servers appointed by the Chairman of the County. 

These returns are tolerably complete with regard to the number of Civil Bills served 
by the Process-servers themselves ; but in very few cases has any attempt been made to 
estimate the numbers served by the Bailiffs of the Landlord Proprietors and other persons; 
and even when an estimate has been made it has proved of little use. In those instances 
in which more than one estimate has been made for the same district, the numbers have 
not been added together in the subjoined tables lest they might include the same cases ; 
but the largest estimate has been selected. 



It appears from the estimates that in some districts the number of Ejectments served 
by other persons is greatly in excess of the number served by regularly-appointed 
Process-servers, as in the following instances : — 



Number of Ejectments served in 1866. 



Districts. 


Ejectments served 
l»y Process- 
by Chairmen of 


Ejectmonts 

persons. 


Manorhainilton (County Leitrim), . 




50 


Ban try (County Cork) 






Strabnno (County Tyrone). 






Carlow and Bagnalstown (County Carlow), 


10 


18 


Total of Four Districts, 


TO 


618 



In other districts the larger proportion of Ejectments appears to be served by the 
regularly-appointed Process-servers : — 



Number of Ejectments in 1866. 



B,™ 


) °by Il proces3- VC 

”||P 


H 


Galway (County Galway), 






Middleton (County Cork), 






Birr (King’s County), .... 






Downpatrick (County Down), 


67 


« 


Total of Four Districts, 


m 


17 



From the contrasts thus presented, extending as they do to each of the four 
provinces, it is evidently impossible to form any conjecture, in the cases of those districts 
as to which no estimate has been given, with reference to the proportion between the 
number of Ejectments served by Process-servers and the number served by other persons. 



Repl vw' Number of Civil Bill Replevins served. 

The returns, so far as they extend, show a very small number of Replevins, the 
entire number served by Process-servers being only IS as compared with 3,281 Civil 
Bill Ejectments. The estimated number served by other persons are nearly in the same 
proportion, being 23 Replevins to 1,903 Civil Bill Ejectments, and, making every 
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allowance for the districts for which no returns have been received, the aggregate number 
(41) is still extremely small when compared with the number(193,142) of other Civil Bills. 

These figures indicate the extent to which the practice of distraining for rent has fallen 
into disuse. 

Estimated number of Executions of Writs, Decrees, Orders, and Processes, for delivery Exeobtions of 
, . „ r 7 Writs, &c., on 

or taking possession of Land. taking Possession 

Returns have been received from the Sheriffs of only 19 counties out of 32, and from of hand, 
only 6 counties of cities and towns out of 9. I have, however, added the population of 
these counties, and compared the total number of ejectments executed in each with the 
population, and it appears that an average may be estimated for those counties for which 
no returns have been made. In this way the following results are obtained : — 



Ejectments executed in 1S66. 



— 


Population i 


—• 


Ejectmo 


nts oxocutod. 


Leinster : 

Returned for nine Counties and two 
Counties of Cities or Towns, 
Estimated for three Counties and two 
Counties of Cities of Leiuster, 


852,810 

604,817 




304 

215 


Returned. 

Estimated. 






1,457,635 


519 


Estimated. 


Mbnster : . 

Returned for three Counties and two 
Counties of Cities, 

Estimated for three Counties and one 
County of a City, .... 


895,989 

617,569 




166 

114 


Returned. 

Estimated. 






1,513,558 


280 


Estimated. 


TJlstee: 

Returned for four Counties and one 
County of a Town, 

Estimated for five Counties, 


815,404 

1,098,832 




174 

234 


Returned. 

Estimated. 






1,914,236 


408 


Estimated. 


Connaught : 

Returned for three Counties and one 
County of a Town, 

Estimated for two Counties, 


533,494 

379,641 




95 

67 


Returned. 

Estimated. 






913,135 


162 


Estimated. 


Irbland: 

Returned for nineteen Counties and 
six Counties of Cities and Towns, . 
Estimated for thirteen Counties and 
three Counties of Cities or Towns, . 


3,097,705 

2,700,859 




739 

644 


Returned. 

Estimated. 


Total of Ireland, . 




5,798,564 


1,383 


Estimated. 



If the number of warrants against cottier tenants at Petty Sessions already returned 
(285) be added to 1,383, the number of ejectments of the Superior Courts and Civil Bill 
ejectments estimated as above to have been executed, it appears that the number of 
executions in ejectments of all kinds (except those under the Weekly Tenants Act) may 
be estimated at 1,668. 

Of the 739 ejectments returned as executed, it appears that 513 were for non-payment 
of rent, and 226 were for over-holding. This is a different proportion from that which 
prevails in the case of warrants against cottier tenants. Of these 255 were for over- 
holding, and 29 for non-payment of rent. 

It further appears from the statistics that in the counties and counties of cities and 
towns for which returns have been received the proportion of ejectments executed by 
the Sheriff and by Special Bailiffs, was as follows 
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Proportion of Ejectments executed in 1866 by Sheriffs and by Special Bailiffs. 



— 


Executed by Sheriffs. 


Executed by 
Special BailitTs. 


Ejectments from Superior Courts, 


61 




Civil Bill Ejectments, 


275 


322 


Total in 19 Counties and 6 Counties of Cities and Towns, 


336 


358 



The returns afford evidence of the satisfactory working of the change in the law 
effected by the Landlord and Tenant Act of 1860 (23 & 24 Vic., c. 154, sec. 94), by 
which the necessity of disturbing all the under-tenants in every ejectment of a head- 
tenant was removed. It appears that in the counties from which returns have been 
received no fewer than 51 under-tenants were, by consent, left unmolested on the 
execution of ejectments; and adding to this number an estimate of 45 for the rest of 
Ireland, we have about 100 families in one year saved from unnecessaiy disturbance by 
this salutary change in the law. 

It appears that in the counties for which returns have been made there were no cases 
in which the assistance of the Sheriff' was necessary to enforce obedience to the decrees 
of the Court of Chancery or of the Court of Probate, but that there were 15 cases in 
which such assistance was demanded to enforce the orders of the Landed Estates Court. 

I took the opportunity presented by the collection of the statistics with respect to the 
service of Ejectments by Process-servers to obtain from them complete returns of the 
number of other Civil Bills served, as in some counties the Clerks of the Peace were 
unable to supply this information. The following Table gives a summary of the 
Returns for each county : — 



Civil Bills other 
than Ejectments 



Number of Civil Bills served other than Ejectments or Replevins in 1866. 



Carlow, . 

Dublin City, 

Kildare, 

Kilkenny, County in 
King’s County, 
Longford, 

Meath, . 

Queen’s County, 
Westmeath, . 



Total (Counties Dublin, Louth, 
and DroghcdaTown excepted), 



Munster. 



Claro, .... 
Cork, East Riding, . 

Cork, West Riding, 

Cork City, 

Limerick, County and City, 
Tipperary, . 

Waterford, County and City, 

Total, . 



2,056 

1,795 

1,965 

3,857 

1,238 



Antrim and Carrickfergi 
Armagh, 

Donegal, 

Fermanagh, 
Londonderry, 

Monaghan. 

Tyrone, 



Total (Cavan excepted). 



Connaught. 

Galway, County and Town, 

Mayo, ! 

Roscommon, . 

Sligo, .... 



Total, .... 

Total (Counties of Dublin. 
Louth, and Cavan, and . 
DroghcdaTown excepted) 



15,S04 

s’640 

17,303 

3,123 

13,672 

6,143 

12,083 



19,554 



6,200 

3,447 

4,204 



I have the honour to be 

Your Lordship’s obedient servant, 

W. Neilson Hancock. 



The Bight Hon. the Earl of Mayo, m.p., 
Chief Secretary for Ireland. 
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TABLE I.— RETURNS of PROCEEDINGS m to COTTIER TENANTS under STATUTE 23 & 24 VIC., c. 154, in the Tear 1866, made by Clei>ks of Petty Ses 
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TABLE I— RETURNS of PROCEEDINGS as to COTTIER TENANTS under STATUTE 23 & 24 VIC., c. 154, in the Year 1866, made by Clerks of Petts Sessions. 
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IRELAND. 
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IRELAND. 



TABLE II— CIVIL BILL EJECTMENTS, REPLEVINS, and other CIVIL BILLS Served in 1866, by Process Servers appointed by CHAIRMEN of COUNTIES, with 
Estimated-Number of CIVIL BILL EJECTMENTS and REPLEVINS, Served by other Persons than such Process-Servers, from Returns made by Process Servers— continued. 
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IRELAND. 1-9 

TABLE II. CIVIL BILL EJECTMENTS, REPLEVINS, and other CIVIL BILLS Served in 1866, by Process Servers appointed by CHAIRMEN pf COUNTIES, with 

Estimated Number of CIVIL BILL EJECTMENTS and REPLEVINS, Served by other Persons than such Process Servers, from Returns made by Process Servers— concluded. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




20 •* IRELAND. 

TMILK IS RETURNS .OF PROCEEDINGS BY' SHERIFFS — TABLE ML— EXECUTIONS of WRITS, DECREES, ORDERS, and PROCESSES for delivering or taking 
PosBOssion of Lands, in the Year 1866, from Returns by Sheriffs. 








